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Welina mai!   

 
I’m glad you’ve decided to join us today—today is a special day for our community and 
a  chance for singers in Hawai‘i to gather together for and do what we do best – sing!   
 
We last ran the Big Sing in October 2014, when one thousand singers joined together for 
a beautiful (well, beautiful in spirit – thankfully Hurricane Ana mostly passed us by) 
afternoon of singing.  We started the event as an effort to recognize choral kumu who 
had recently passed on and to honor their legacies and memories.  This year’s event 
coincides with Kawaiaha‘o’s bicentennial, and thus we chose the theme “Celebrating 
the Choral Music of Hawai‘i” with a special focus on music that honors Kawaiaha‘o 
church and its legacy. 
 
This afternoon you’ll have the chance to sing an array of choral music directed by a 
cadre of conductors.  There’s no rehearsal, no concert, no call times, no concert attire, no 
stress – just the shared love of singing that binds our community and nourishes us. 
 
When you see them today, please thank your HI-ACDA board members and our 
generous hosts here at the Kawaiaha‘o Church, especially Nola Nāhulu, Buddy Nalua‘i, 
and Reverend Kahu Kenneth Makuakāne.  Without them, today would not be possible. 
 
Welcome, again, and thank you for being a part of this exciting day.  
 
 
 
With aloha, 
 

 
Dr. Alec Schumacker 
President, Hawai‘i Chapter of 
The American Choral Directors 
Association 
 
Director of Choral Activities & 
Assistant Professor of Music 
Hawai‘i Pacific University  

	
	
	
Dr.	Alec	Schumacker	
Director	of	Choral	Activities	and	Assistant	Professor	of	Music	
Hawai‘i	Pacific	University	
1060	Bishop	Street	
Honolulu,	HI	96813	
	
June	26,	2017	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern	at	the	NOAA	Commissioned	Corps	Recruiting	Unit,	
	
It	has	been	a	privilege	to	work	with	Philip	Harrison	in	the	International	Vocal	Ensemble	
(IVE),	our	university’s	top	choir.		In	the	time	that	I	have	known	him,	he	has	been	an	
exemplary	student	and	leader	who	is	committed	to	bettering	himself	and	those	around	him.		
I	am	confident	that	he	will	be	a	valuable	member	of	the	NOAA	commissioned	officer	corps.	
	
Philip	possesses	a	rare	combination	of	intelligence	and	curiosity.		He	is	always	among	the	
first	students	to	offer	ideas	during	our	discussions	about	the	music	we	perform,	and	his	
ideas	are	cogent,	well-stated,	and	demonstrate	a	level	of	thought	that	is	well	above	that	of	
the	typical	undergraduate	student.			
	
He	is	also	highly	committed	to	bettering	himself.		He	entered	IVE	with	a	strong	musical	
background	but	very	little	singing	experience.		He	enrolled	in	private	lessons	outside	of	the	
ensemble,	and	in	just	three	years	has	become	one	of	the	best	singers	in	the	choir.		
Furthermore,	he	entered	IVE	as	a	bass	–	the	lowest	male	voice	in	the	ensemble.		When	
shifting	demographics	left	the	group	low	on	tenors,	Philip	was	placed	into	this	new	higher	
part.		He	met	this	challenge	with	enthusiasm	and	hard	work	–	he	is	now	the	unquestioned	
leader	of	the	tenor	section.		His	skills	have	improved	so	much	that	he	was	honored	to	be	
selected	as	a	participant	in	the	2017	National	American	Choral	Directors	Association	
Collegiate	Honor	Choir.		This	festival	chorus	brought	together	four	singers	from	each	state	
in	the	county	for	a	weekend	of	high-level	performance	with	a	nationally	renowned	clinician,	
and	Philip	was	chosen	to	be	one	of	the	representatives	from	Hawai‘i	(on	the	tenor	part,	no	
less).	
	
He	is	also	a	compassionate	individual	who	is	devoted	to	those	around	him,	both	musically	
and	personally.		When	another	member	of	the	International	Vocal	Ensemble	experienced	
difficult	financial	times	this	past	semester,	Philip	graciously	invited	the	other	student	to	
move	in	with	him.		The	student	spent	the	entire	semester	living	as	Philip’s	roommate	–	this	
exceptional	kindness	is	typical	of	Philip’s	interactions	with	others.			
	
Thank	for	your	time	and	consideration.		I	wholeheartedly	recommend	Philip	for	the	NOAA	
commissioned	officer	corps	without	reservation,	and	would	be	more	than	happy	to	discuss	
his	credentials	further	if	needed.	
	

Sincerely,	

	
Alec	Schuamcker	
aschumacker@hpu.edu	
(808)	268-9652	
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Welcome,

Welcome. I’m glad you’ve decided to join us today—today is a special day for our community and 
the only annual chance for choral musicians in Hawai‘i to gather together for learning, growing, 
and socializing. Your presence indicates that you value our community, our choral art, and your 
own personal development and musical growth.

Today’s Professional Development Day, a sort of choir camp for us choral geeks, is back after a 
successful debut in 2015. Welcome back to those who’ve now attended both. We started the event 
as an effort to provide hands-on resources to our choral community, to offer a platform for local 
talents, and to develop programs outside central Honolulu. We felt that 2015 met these goals and 
infused our community with new skills, new resources, new connections, and refreshed cama-
raderie. We couldn’t help but repeat this year under the theme of “Music Literacy in the Choral 
Setting.”

When you see them today, please thank your HI-ACDA board members (listed on page 12 of this 
booklet) and especially our generous hosts here at UH West O‘ahu, especially Dr. Jon Magnussen. 
Without them, today would not be possible.

Welcome, again, and thank you for being a part of this exciting day.

With aloha,

Dr. Miguel Ángel Felipe
President, Hawai‘i Chapter of
The American Choral Directors Association

Director of Choral Activities &
Associate Professor of Music
The University of Hawai’i–Mānoa



BIG SING 
Celebrating the Choral Music of Hawai‘i 

Program 
Welcome………………………….…...Reverend Kahu Kenneth Makuakāne, Senior Pastor 

Kawaiaha`o Church 
 
Aia Ke Kanaka……………………………………………………………John Starr Alexander 

Diane Koshi, conductor     John Starr Alexander, piano      
Carson Davis, cello     Justin Sato, pahu 

 
Lokomaika‘i! He Nani No…………………………………………………………..Traditional 

arr. Buddy Nalua‘i 
Nola Nāhulu, conductor     Buddy Nalua‘i, organ       Chris Kelsey, baritone 

 
No Ka Beauty O Honokōhau………………………………………………….Herb Mahelona 

Words by Mailelauli‘i Naki 
Lauren Williams, conductor     Phil Hidalgo, piano 

 
Na Ke Akua……………………………………………………………………...John McCreary 

Susan McCreary Duprey, conductor     Buddy Nalua‘i, organ 
 
Nani Ke 'Li‘i Ki‘eki‘e………………………………………………………...William Bradbury 

arr. Leila Hoku Kiaha 
Justin Ka‘upu, conductor     a cappella 

 
Ua Mau……………………………………………………………………Ni‘ihau Church Song 

Arr. Don Conover 
Alec Schumacker, conductor     Don Conover, piano     Linda Rich, hula 

 
Ho‘onani I Ka Makua Mau…………………………………………………...Louis Bourgeois 

Hiram Bingham, vs. 1 
Haunani Bernardino, vs. 2 

Buddy Nalua‘i, organ 
 
Queen’s Prayer……………………………………………………..HRM Queen Lili‘uokalani 

arr. John McCreary 
Buddy Nalua‘i, organ 



Kristo Ka Pohaku Kihi………………………………………Rev. Abraham Kahikina Akaka 
arr. Aaron Mahi 

Special Guest Performance by the Kawaiaha‘o Church Choir and Friends 
Sit back and enjoy listening! 

 
Calabash Offering…………………………………………………HI-ACDA Board Members 

Donations benefit Kawaiaha‘o Church 
 

Until We Meet Again………………………………………………HRM Queen Lili‘uokalani 
arr. Justin Ka‘upu 

Bowe Souza, conductor     Justin Ka‘upu, piano 
 

Hawai‘i Aloha………………………………...James McGranahan and Rev. Lorenzo Lyons 
A cappella 

 

 
MAHALO 

 
  Sponsor Hawai‘i Chapter, American Choral Directors Association 
    Alec Schumacker, President; Jace Saplan, President Elect 
    John Alexander, Secretary; Wanda Gereben, Treasurer 
 
  Host  Kawaiaha‘o Church Music Minsitry 
    Buddy Nalua‘i, Minister of Music & Performing Arts/Organist 

Nola Nāhulu, Choir Director 
Reverend Kahu Kenneth Makuakāne, Senior Pastor 
Kawaiaha‘o Church Staff 

 
Publicity Susan McCreary Duprey 
 
Steering  Nola Nāhulu, Jace Saplan, Lauren Williams,  
Committee Susan McCreary Duprey, Wanda Gereben, John Alexander 

    Alec Schumacker 
 

 
 

Music printed here is in the public domain or has been reprinted with the permission of the 
copyright holders.  It has been authorized for the Big Sing one-time use only. 
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